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The Plan to Stop Paul

Bible Story: The Plan to Stop Paul, Acts 23

Bottom Line: When Paul was arrested, God protected him so he could preach about Jesus.
Memory Verse: ?°| eagerly expect and hope that | will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient
courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. ?* For to
me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. Philippians 1:20-21 NIV

Christ Connection: Even when others threatened his life, Paul continued to obey Jesus. He
believed that God, who showed His love for the world by sending His Son to die on the cross and rise
again, would help him through hard times. We too can risk everything to share the gospel with
courage because we know that God loves us and will care for us.

10 Minutes SOCIAL: SETTING THE TONE OF THE EXPERIENCE
Scribble pictures
What You Need: paper, pencils,
What You Do:
e  Ask the kids to sit in a circle, around a table if possible.
e  Provide each kid with a piece of paper and a pencil. Instruct the kids to make a quick squiggle or scribble shape on their paper,
then pass it to their left.
. Each kid should now try to turn the scribble into a new picture of her own.
. Encourage kids to include the scribbled shape into their new drawings.
What You Say "At first, it might have looked like we were ruining perfectly good paper by scribbling on it, but when you passed the paper
each of you found a way to turn someone’s mess into a new picture. Today we will learn about a man named Paul and hear what God did
to make his life beautiful, even in the midst of messy situations. *

10 Minutes Worship: CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING

GAME, SONGS, OFFERING AND PRAYER

Spare Me

What You Need: 2 pool noodles, 30 marbles, sidewalk chalk (10 sticks), game instruction video, countdown clock

What You Do: 2 players that will work as team to knock down five pieces of sidewalk chalk. They will race marbles down the pool noodle
to knock down the chalk.

What You Say: Just like the players in this game, Paul wanted to be spared and God protected him.

15 Minutes LARGE GROUP: COMMUNICATING GOD’S TRUTH IN ENGAGING WAYS

Today’s Passage

2 The next morning some Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselves with an oath not to eat or drink until they had killed

Paul. ** More than forty men were involved in this plot. ™ They went to the chief priests and the elders and said, “We have taken a solemn
oath not to eat anything until we have killed Paul. *> Now then, you and the Sanhedrin petition the commander to bring him before you on
the pretext of wanting more accurate information about his case. We are ready to kill him before he gets here.”

® But when the son of Paul’s sister heard of this plot, he went into the barracks and told Paul.

" Then Paul called one of the centurions and said, “Take this young man to the commander; he has something to tell him.” *® So he took
him to the commander.

The centurion said, “Paul, the prisoner, sent for me and asked me to bring this young man to you because he has something to tell you.”
' The commander took the young man by the hand, drew him aside and asked, “What is it you want to tell me?”

? He said: “Some Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul before the Sanhedrin tomorrow on the pretext of wanting more accurate
information about him. ** Don’t give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him. They have taken an oath
not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now, waiting for your consent to their request.”

% The commander dismissed the young man with this warning: “Don’t tell anyone that you have reported this to me.” Acts 23:12-22
Context:

The things Paul was teaching—that Jesus is God’s Son and that a person can be saved by trusting in Him—did not sit well with the Jews.
They did not agree with Paul’s teachings, and they wanted to kill him. Thankfully, a commander of the Roman army came along and
rescued Paul. And by rescued, | mean he put Paul into prison.

Paul sure was in a difficult situation here, wasn’t he? Obeying God didn’t make Paul’s life easier, but Paul had a source for his strength
and courage. What was that source? [Allow kids to respond.] The Lord supplied all the strength Paul needed.

Paul was under Roman protection when the Lord gave him a message: “Have courage! For as you have testified about me in Jerusalem,
so it is necessary for you to testify in Rome” (Acts 23:11).
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When Paul was arrested, God protected him so he could preach about Jesus. God had a plan for Paul to preach about Jesus in
Rome

Today’s Takeaways

. BL: When Paul was arrested, God protected him so he could preach about Jesus.

. Even when you are scared, you can tell others about Jesus.

e  God will give you the words to share and He will give you the courage to tell others about Jesus.

Give kids a chance to believe in Jesus for the first time. Remind them that God loves them so much that He sent Jesus to earth to pay for
their sins. Lead them to pray as you pray. Pray that believers will submit their lives to the Holy Spirit, follow Jesus, and tell others about
Him.

25 Minutes SMALL GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
Discussion Questions:

e  What do you share with people when you tell them about Jesus?
e  When should we tell others about Jesus?
e  Whenitis difficult to tell others about Jesus, what should you do?

Activity: What would you say?
What You Need: Gospel Plan Poster

What You Do:

. Display the gospel plan poster and read it together with your kids.

e  Teach the kids the following hand motions to help them remember each part.
God rules [Place hands in a circle over you, as though setting a crown on your head.]
We sinned [Hold both arms in front of you making a large X with your forearms.]
God provided [Turn your X into a cross by rotating your arms.]
Jesus gives [Hold hands together in front of you as though handing someone a gift.]
We respond [Raise both hands into the air in celebration and praise.]

e  Then practice going through the parts until the kids can say them on their own.
e You may encourage kids to say them louder, softer, or in different voices.
e  Then see how quickly you can say each step while doing the motions.

What You Say “Sharing the gospel is not always easy, but it is simple. If you know these steps, you are ready to share the good news of
Jesus with anyone! When Paul was arrested, God protected him so he could preach about Jesus. The gospel is for everyone.
We are all sinners in need of a Savior to rescue us. | encourage you to share the good news this week with someone who needs
to hear it!

Activity: Memory Verse Activity
What You Need: Memory Verse Poster, foam ball
What You Do:
. Instruct kids to stand in a circle.
e  Show the memory verse poster and lead kids to read Philippians 1:20-21 aloud.
e  Give afoam ball to one player in the circle.
e  Explain that the player with the ball will say the first word in the key passage and then toss to ball to another player, who will say
the next word, and so on until kids say the entire key passage and reference.
e Allow kids to refer to the key passage poster if they need help remembering the words.

What You Say "This is a bold statement made by Paul, but he could say this because he believed firmly in the love of Christ and trusted
Him with his life.”

Pray and Dismiss:

What You Need: No supplies needed

What You Say:

“Pray, thanking God for His Word and asking for strength and courage to share the gospel, even in difficult situations. Pray for joy and
peace in obeying Jesus’ command to share the good news with the world.

5 Minutes HOME: PROMPTING ACTION BEYOND THE EXPERIENCE
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As adults arrive to pick up, ask kids to share what they learned about sharing the gospel. Encourage everyone to pray for others sharing
Jesus wherever they are.
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