December 23, 2018
I’sand 2’s

This is Jesus: The One We Love

Bible Passage: Luke 2:8-20

Key Passage: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel”’(which means “God with us”). Matthew 1:23

Big Picture Question: What does Christmas teach us about who Jesus is? Jesus is God’s
Son who was born, died, and rose again to give life to all who believe.

Christ Connection: Jesus was born to bring peace between us and God.

Leader Notes:

Context
While the shepherds where tending to the sheep in the fields, they received the best news ever. Angels appeared and
announced that the Savior had been born. The shepherds hurried off to find the one that they had heard about. They found
Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus just as they had been told. The Savior was here! They told everyone what they had seen.
They loved Him and told others about Him. They weren’t the only ones who show us how to love Jesus in this story. Mary saw
all that happened and she “treasured” these things in her heart. She saw God’s faithfulness and she loved Him for it. She loved
God by seeing all that He was doing in her life and all that He was doing to save the world.

TODAY’S PASSAGE

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. |
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is
the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who
was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered
them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were
just as they had been told. Luke 2:8-20

TODAY’S TAKEAWAYS

Because Jesus was born, we should celebrate Him and live for Him.

The shepherds heard good news and told everyone about it.

BL: Jesus was born to bring peace between us and God.

Mary was used by God and she treasured every minute of it.

If we believe in Jesus, we can see Him working in our lives, too. We can live for Him!

We love Him by believing in Him. We love Him by living for Him.

Worship &Story Time

Gather children on a rug or in a specific area of the classroom to tell the story. Some
kids (especially the younger ones) may wander. That’s okay. They're still listening and
learning!

Play the DVD of All Star Kids worship (choose 1 song for today)

What You Say: “Way to go! You are such amazing singers. Now let’s sit down to
learn from the Bible today.”

What You Do: Introduce the story
While the shepherds where tending to the sheep in the fields, they received the best news ever.
Angels appeared and announced that the Savior had been born. The shepherds hurried off to find
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the one that they had heard about. They found Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus just as they had
been told. The Savior was here! They told everyone what they had seen. They loved Him and
told others about Him. They weren’t the only ones who show us how to love Jesus in this story.
Mary saw all that happened and she “treasured” these things in her heart. She saw God’s
faithfulness and she loved Him for it. She loved God by seeing all that He was doing in her life
and all that He was doing to save the world.

PLAY BIBLE STORY VIDEO

Check diapers and serve snack.

Activities
Depending on the size of your group, you may lead each activity two or three times. Not
every child may want to participate in the activities. That's okay.

1. Fill You Heart with what You Love
What You Need: Heart Ornaments, | Love Jesus Activity Page (cut out), crayons,

ribbon for the ornament, | Love Jesus Card
What You Do:

e Each kid is going to get a set with Ornament, Activity Page, ribbon and |

Love Jesus Card.
Encourage kids to color pictures of who they love, including Baby Jesus.
Then they will put all the pictures in their heart.
You will tie the ribbon on the ornament and attach the | Love Jesus Card.
Encourage kids to give this to someone who they think needs to know about
Jesus.
What You Say “Today we looked at the Christmas Story through the eyes of the
shepherds. When they heard about the baby to be born they went to see the Baby
and worship God. When you see God working around you, how do you respond?
Do you go and worship? When we tell others about what we know about Jesus we
are helping them say yes to God and sharing Good News that Jesus is exactly who
God said He would be.”

2. Practice signing the Memory Verse
What you need: Memory Verse Poster
What You Do:
e Show the poster to the kids
e As you say the words point to them on the poster
e Create simple hand motions to teach toddlers the memory verse. Sample
hand motions include “The virgin (act like you are flipping your hair or
brushing long hair),will conceive (move hands in front of your belly like
motioning a baby bump) and give birth to a Son (swaddle a baby and
rock) and they will call him Immanuel (point to the ground, God with us)
Matthew 1:23
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e Our memory verse tells us that Jesus was the promised Savior who came
to live as a man on earth.

What You Say: Our Bible verse tells us that Jesus was the promised Savior who
came to live as a man on earth. We needed Jesus to do this so that we can
have peace with God. Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection allowed us to
have life with God forever when we believe.

Pray and Dismiss:
What You need: no supplies needed

What You Do:
o Pray- " God thank you for making a way for Jesus to be born.
Thank you for the example of the shepherds of going to see and
worshipping. Help us all to see Jesus’ birth as Good News that is for all
people.
What You Say: Tell parents something that their child enjoyed doing or did well
during the session. Send home the Heart Ornament and remind kids to give it
someone who needs to hear about Jesus.
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