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Solomon Asked for Wisdom

Bible Passage: 1Kings 2-3

Memory Verse: °If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to
all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. James 1:5

Bottom Line: | turn to God for wisdom because He helps me make good decisions.

Big Picture Question: What does God know? God knows everything about the past,
present, and future.

Christ Connection: Solomon was a wise king who wanted to do God’s plan. Solomon
wasn't perfect, but God had a plan to give His people a greater and wiser king—His Son,
Jesus. Jesus completely trusted God. Jesus surrendered His own life to die on the cross for
our sins.

Leader Notes:

CONTEXT

The downfall of David’s kingdom was propelled by David’s sin with Bathsheba. Amid the pain of losing their firstborn son, God
showed David and Bathsheba that He still loved them. Bathsheba gave birth to Solomon. God chose Solomon to be Israel's
next king. (See 2 Sam. 12:24-25; 1 Chron. 22:9-13.)

David spoke to his son from his deathbed, giving specific instructions: “Keep your obligation to the LORD your God to walk in
his ways” (1 Kings 2:3a). After 40 years of reigning over Israel, David died and Solomon became Israel’s king.

Early in Solomon’s reign, God appeared to him in a dream. “What should | give you?” God asked. Solomon’s response set
him apart from many other kings. His God-honoring qualities were apparent. First, Solomon humbly acknowledged his lack of
experience in leading God’s people. Then he said, “Give your servant a receptive heart to judge your people and to discern
between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of yours?” (1 Kings 3:9).

If you were a king or queen and God offered to give you anything you asked for, what request would you make? Ask the kids
you teach what they would ask for if they could receive anything their hearts desired. One might assume that a king would
ask for power or for victory over his enemies. Perhaps he would ask for riches or to live a long life. Solomon asked for none
of these. Instead, he asked God to make him wise. God was pleased with Solomon’s request, and He agreed to give Solomon
a wise and understanding heart.

Solomon’s heart was surrendered to God. Solomon was a wise king who wanted to do God’s plan. Solomon wasn’t perfect,
but God had a plan to give His people a greater and wiser king—His Son, Jesus. Jesus completely trusted God. Jesus
surrendered His own life to die on the cross for our sin.

TEACHING FOCUS (1 Kings 2-3)

David was the king of Israel for many years. His son Solomon was going to be king after Him. Before King David died,
he gave Solomon some instructions.

“Be strong and brave, Solomon,” David said. “Obey God, and you will be successful. God will keep His promise that
every king of Israel will come from our family.” When David died, Solomon became the king of Israel.

One night, God appeared to Solomon in a dream. God said, “Solomon, ask for anything you want, and | will
give it to you.”

Anything? A king might have asked to live a long life or to have lots of riches. Solomon could have asked God to give
him victory over all his enemies. But Solomon did not ask to be rich or to have a long life. Solomon wanted to be a good
king. He asked for something even better.

Solomon prayed, “God, | am young, and | do not know very much about being a king. Please make me wise
and obedient to You. Help me know the difference between right and wrong. Help me lead Your people well.”

God was happy with Solomon’s request. God said, “l will give you wisdom. In fact, | will make you more wise
and understanding than anyone who has ever lived. No one in the future will ever be as wise as Solomon.”
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God also said, “Because you asked for wisdom, | will also give you what you did not ask for: long life, riches,
and honor. You will be greater than any other king during your lifetime.”
Then Solomon woke up. He praised God and offered sacrifices to worship Him.

Christ Connection: Solomon was a wise king who wanted to do God'’s plan. Solomon wasn'’t perfect, but God had a plan
to give His people a greater and wiser king—His Son, Jesus. Jesus completely trusted God. Jesus surrendered His own
life to die on the cross for our sins.

TODAY’S TAKEAWAYS
e |f God offered to give me anything | asked for, | think | might ask for something selfish like riches, power, or good
heath. Solomon did not ask for those things. Solomon asked for wisdom.
e Wisdom is more than just knowing a lot, it is understanding how to use what you know to make the best choices.
God is the source of all wisdom.
Because God knows everything about everything, He always does what is best.

e BL: |turnto God for wisdom because He helps me make good decisions.

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)

Activities that encourage preschoolers to enter the classroom and begin engaging with peers and small group
leaders by providing age appropriate and hands on fun while introducing new concepts they will hear in the
day’s Bible story.

Pay Attention:
What You Need: no supplies needed
What You Do:

e Tell kids to watch you and copy your action, and then ask them to close their eyes.
Silently perform a motion while the children have their eyes closed.
Invite kids to open their eyes and ask if they know what to do.
Invite kids them to keep their eyes open while you perform the motion again and let the kids mimic you.
Repeat, or invite kids to cover their ears while you whisper the big picture question, “What does God
know? then uncover their ears to hear and respond to the question. “He know everything past, present
and future.”
What You Say: “Was it easier to know what to do when your eyes were open or closed? (Be mindful of kids
with hearing or sight differences) Open, of course! We can learn a lot when we are watching and listening.
But some people do not want to listen and learn! It is like they are living with their eyes and ears closed. God
has so much He wants to teach us today in our Bible Story. | hope you will listen and watch closely.

Worship

Gather children on a rug or in a specific area of the classroom to tell the story. Some kids (especially the
younger ones) may wander. That's okay. They’re still listening and learning!

Play the DVD of All Star Kids worship (choose 1 song for today)

What You Say: “Way to go! You are such amazing singers. Now let’s sit down to learn from the Bible Story
today.”

Story Time: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
Engage kid’s hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story and prayer experience in a Large
Group setting.

Bible Story

What You Need: Bible

What You Do: Place a book mark in 1 Kings 2 in your Bible. Invite a preschooler to open it.

What You Say: Today’s Bible story comes from 1 Kings in the Old Testament part of the Bible. This story
might sound like a fairy tale, but it is a true story from history! The Bible is God’s Word. Everything in the Bible
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is true. Remind kids that all the stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us
the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

PLAY BIBLE STORY VIDEO

Talk about the Bible Story:

“King David had many sons, but God chose Solomon to be king after David. David told Solomon, “Love God
and obey Him. God will keep His special promise to our family.” David died, and Solomon became king. One
night while Solomon dreamed, God said, “Solomon, ask for anything you want, and | will give it to you.”
Solomon said, “God please give me wisdom so | can lead You people. Help me know what is right and wrong.”
God was happy with Solomon’s choice. God made Solomon very wise- he was the wisest man in the world.
God also gave Solomon what he did not ask for: money, power, peace. God was with Solomon like He had
been with David.”

Learn the Big Picture Question
What You Say: God can give us wisdom because God know everything. In fact, that’s our Big Picture answer!
What does God know? God know everything, past, present and future.

Practice the Memory Verse:

Open your Bible to James 1:5 Read the memory verse aloud several times.

What You Say: “Did you know you could ask God for wisdom just like Solomon did? It’s true! You don’t have
to wait for God to speak to you in a dream. Our memory verse says that anyone can ask God for wisdom!

Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)

Create a safe place to connect through activities that are written to reach every learning style while reinforcing
the Main Point that was introduced during the Bible Story and applying it to real life experiences. In addition,
these activities provide preschoolers with an opportunity to build relationships with their Small Group Leaders.

1. Ask for Anything
What You Need: small toys and candy and other various items, bucket
What You Do:
Show kids your bucket of goodies. Point out all that is in your bucket.
Then instruct kids they are going to take turns asking for 1 item in your bucket.
Each kid will close their eyes and hold out his hands and ask for 1 item in your bucket.
Then you will give him that item and 1 more item.
If he asks for candy, you will give him candy plus another item.
Allow kids to play with his items independently while each kid takes a turn.

0O O O O O O

What You Say ” Each of you received more than your asked for, just like Solomon! When Solomon asked for
wisdom, God gave Solomon wisdom as well as long life, riches, and honor. God loves to give good gifts to His
children. God is so kind to us! Kids may take 2 items home from the items in the bucket.

2. Practice signing the Memory Verse

What You Need: Memory Verse Poster

What You Do:

o Show the poster to the kids.

o As you say the words point to them on the poster.

o Create simple hand motions to teach kids the memory verse. Sample hand motions include, “If
any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault,
and it will be given to you. James 1:5”
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What You Say ” Did you know you could ask God for wisdom just like Solomon did? It’s true! You don’t have
to wait for God to speak to you in a dream. Our memory verse says that anyone can ask God for wisdom!
Let’s pray and ask God to show us where we need wisdom.”

Pray and Dismiss:
What You Need: no supplies needed
What You Do:

o Pray: “Lord, thank you for being all- wise and good. We know that we can trust You completely.
Help us to see the value in wisdom. Give us a desire to gain wisdom from You. We love You. Amen.”

o Tell parents one thing you did today and encourage them to check out the Family Resources online,
app and in paper copy on the slat wall.
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